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ABSTRACT : PURPOSE: To protect data recorded in a tape cassette for which ciphers for inhibiting a 
part of the data from erasing and reproducing are set even when such a tape cassette is 
used in a recording device having no means for detecting this setting. 

CONSTITUTION: Tape position information relative to a starting point and an ending point 
of each program contained in index information about one program obtainable from a 
memory read/write circuit 5 and erasing inhibit information are compared by an information 
control part 6 with information of the present position of a tape 3 obtained by a position 
code read-out circuit 4. Then, whether the present tape position is in a program in which 
erasing inhibition is set or not, is decided, and if the position is in an erasing inhibition 
area, a command of video recording, etc., is never sent out of an external input device 9 to 
a system control part 8, thus preventing one program concerned from being erased. 
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